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“This is not Club Med. It’s not Peace and Love. It’s not a place to withdraw from the "'ﬂ‘g eCﬂn
world. If we are a bit frustrated not to have arrived yet where we wanted, it’s because fff 0
what we are asking for is very difficult. We’ll get there..but in the infinite.” André
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Technology, Architecture and Education.

Information. The Sscreteriat,
Auroville, vin Koftakuppam,
605 104, Tamil Madu.

“At the time, there was divine anarchy. You didn’t have to ask permission from anyone,
you could do anything you wanted if you had a few Rupees. So, I built a little

hut, a capsule, I put up a windmill and began planting trees. There were no rules,

no regulations.” Vijay

3. Water Finally! — December 1977 4, Afforestation in Progress — 1977
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Auroville, founded in 1968, is an intermational Community dedicated 1o the ideals
. ond s situmsed 10 kms nerth of Pondicherry and

600 inhabitants from 30 different coumtries live in
communities spread out over some M0 square kms. In the first 19 years of its devebopment,
significant work has been done in the fledds of Afforesmtion, Village Relations, Ahermative

For farther information and the svailability of goest sccomodations, please wrile 1o :
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Comme-Ci Comme-Ca

[The Auroville Project]
Christoph Draeger & Heidrun Holzfeind
Kodoji Press

“The first years were magical moments for me. We were all in Aspiration, we were very much all
together. It was much more of a communal Llife. At the time we thought nobody would cook
individually, it was all collective cooking. When we moved in, in 1975, our friend who built this
house said: ‘Don’t worry, I think it will last at least ten years!” Ten years then felt like a

long time. I said, ‘wow, that’s great!’” Christine

CTUARY OF TEUTH




S Ve A 4

o

i el L ———
gl o b Thveme Frosomor. Slee i o brawsed of e amiba s
s Sgirit ebracy, bewm nd ran
[T R T
kb UBkd ol e o g i
Kembere hawr wn fell o mack b

Hasdiria Sickfig. s peefarming @ Baret pus.
e iy, U o of i iy s i 5

(b2 popl mare cupossd 1 Bardebip dsd v
nEhpic acth ok 6 CHIRg B b bt i et i e Wi, i Tadnd T Bl

e Emporiaal dulued e, sad Kstiskar
aul of e ECHTEIEN W T ] L ST -,

Bl wiel diirie Faren e b

s o eyl mwng. o
nimgk munbeos e Ml
e i bl el 8 i -
divise vnibomor i mathly b
i, Sovesded by tetha p
o o will carTy & g sk I
i itk by e e gismg bon
0 o g, rpriadenead e e cryal
fher o of th wrme [ ow s
Ciokihen 1.ghs desrvcd s ssbes the (3
i Vet o, opbgivomeng e s
i the covnic Bog fom the wies of ob]

ol B Bonw sk

S
B e oty bappy and e abiy &
Bl e, dimgiag G b [L¥ Q-
rikTved Proem b hartis mlusod om
Sl L ——

rRiITRdgnE %

o' 3 A
Rt b s i b
. e o bl s . Towah of Maniat, [ oy v ahimin, i i s g !t o v, 4 damgng
u-ﬂ:u'-:t--lh:lnw ull, ket e fuwe e i W w wr T T —
wridenl ik &8 oxpoickor, sesly  esutucting, wy only lmew b b QP Sty dhy Egion in e mct -
praparing s e o bighes uap md ixpes g 0 b imvsbved, il pechaps mors & Pl imAonty rise deart. Yon grownoey il guew arsusd Mt s
H-mh}ﬂr:.’nlmm‘- cheliengs s @ pereige W mes et L ilestsoirs (roems e v ilmge. sl b whe il v oy
¥, aF R

ot ircheionl T e bt . The  sprowne Wil W MRS ESPUE,

e i e Lt it ekt (s e

O A ialod Diina's smeeeen 48 'y sapicuion for sl Byrvitr s Tonbay.. theara smy v

ooy Playball of the udi all pnh-urhnl.\--ih-un_,
2 = ,. e B i mr W sl g i w8 v by




om .

e

swille s boern copabed o1 B Supe
ity. for 1ese who wisnit 1o sumecul
go ani sgnaunce all Seoe G plepEo
Bebora Bor focsiving the supssmind Thay
e trud Aumyilises

Ihods who| wisl 1o obey Theil egs and
wll thair [deines belong 1o B sulbhuman
J fgve nof place Pone, They s

80 the wiord which s thew lies pRoE

wirybody| has 19 progess &58 50 e
mors i

hurceille Has bean erasted nod for the
sc-ticm od fhae egod sad theis geoeds. bui
e craabiof of 8 naw waild, I.H -

“Auromodéle was originally conceived as a testing ground, as a model for the city. The head
architect Roger Anger thought of it as a colony of, I think, 500 people. To see how it

could work, not only in terms of the structure of the buildings and town planning but also
communal life-do they all eat together etc.” Frederick

structure of Auroville will pot revere sccumalated riches in the normal
way there will be small inducement for a man who i mm[ﬁaﬂy a
moncy accumulstor to live theee, His rewards must be in the produc-
rien insell and the knowledge that be is promoting his ideal. Several
indusirialists bave already come forward with cifers to work for
Aureville.

&) Tecknalogy

Simce the ideal of Auvroville is not msectichim nor & rejection
of modern mechnology, the oty will ovail jmelf of scienific
discoveries in all ficlds 10 make kife a3 bttle burdensome & ptmib,l.t_
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1o all those whose hearts are in the future
and who yean to live
the future now

to all who fecl thag their homeland

is the whole earth,

their parents all living beings

and their beloved

thar which is divine in all beings and all things

to those who fecl alien in a world of warring nati

who are tired of lving in a competitive, bargaining oo

in a socety withour heart and without soal

to all who would explore

lving together in fraternity,

in a community which secks 1o unite the proma
of man's lmitless possibilities of consciouiness -if'
with all the promises ]
of future technological and ecological abundane 4
come and build with us
the ciry of the future

PARTICIPATION IN THE BUTLIMNG OF AUROYVE

During the sctivities marking the dedicalion ol
Comd £ Lok up the maltes of workd-wide publlc particl
rl;llfr:metmrrﬂrprmlnlhh of Auroville as the first
uniky and urlversl culiare. b -
- resent A4 FepTesen their i
Efeun?cﬁ!ﬁjfmp{ggulntm of iBformaticn aboul ko
eveTy counkry, and for W';Tmlﬂsmﬂlbzmw o g
shitutions, Togndations, § riduadi -
:.Ir|l'.\erl11r actively and to contribute gemerously to the ‘ullding af
Auroville o
af inoall
Daer represeptatives and visitors aaked that ped
Couintries fort EToups te s Aurevile, lucrlm m for
Human Unily," “Friends Auroville,” or - s
Pour ﬁ.-mnﬁe;' and for the uuhﬂ.shmmhﬁ & “Fund
world  as Anancial support for the bulldieg Auroville

T

* regiites your suppost for Aurovilie
= ipdicate how you would ke to Le oF contrituts

* P HE wurking for Aurovilke
. u-.ﬂnmi':llu ﬂ"-’-‘ﬁ.m rafnf'mz World” or Lo specific
p--:ujlrcu In Aurerille, or to raise funds for them
* apgiy for residence In Aurovills
WHITE:
Havnjaia. Gegidal Secrelary

do Societ
The Aarcville Office mmmmmuﬂh
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1 L ’ | “Auroville is not yet a utopia. Mother’s dream is growing inside, like the chicken in the
' i t‘ '_ egg, Like the butterfly in the caterpillar. At the moment there are conflicts here in various
! communities, just Llike there are in the external world. It’s not yet fully manifested. Still,
there is something.” Vijay
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Shaping Utopia
Lorenzo Benedetti

What does utopia look like when we can change
the diachronic coordinates and gaze back into
the past instead of looking towards the future?
What if we could jump into a time machine and
imagine a desire for change intrinsic to the ideal
of a utopia that can be reversed? Auroville looks
like such a time machine. The utopian city
that will turn fifty in 2018 is a kind of paradox
because, located in a kind of permanent future,
this place now has a significant past, half a
century of history. A place for the future was the
vision at the outset. But there is a permanent
future in Auroville. The struggles with local
authorities by other forms of utopian projects
in the middle of the 1960s triggered a need to
think about an alternative place. Perhaps there
is an interesting concept for the archaeology
of utopia in one of the oldest utopian places still
in existence and still growing.

It is no coincidence that
architecture is a central element in Auroville:
in a literal sense, due to the structure of the city,
and in a broader sense, like the construction
of a social and cultural space. Architecture and
utopia have a big story to share. Of course,
with its many examples of radical architecture,
the architecture of the 1960s is still a mine of
inspiration for younger architects, artists and
thinkers today. People such as Constant, Yona
Friedman, Paolo Soleri, to mention just a few
famous names, developed extremely innovative
and radical ideas about the future condition,
and how we should live together in a potential
future. But in Auroville we also have an archi-
tectural concept for a way-of-living, of learning
and of thinking. Architecture was a key element
in the planner’s division of the city into four
sections: a residential zone, a cultural zone, an
industrial zone and an international zone. It is
clear that among the traditional residential and
industrial zones, the cultural and especially the
international element are relevant: This means
that the city is based on a plurality of languages.

At the centre, the Matri-
mandir, a large sphere of 45 x 30 meters, rises
like a metaphor for an independent international
entity. No hierarchies define the urban structure

of the city other than the internal organization.
The shape of the city looks like a fractal, where
the individual is part of the structure. The vortex
that forms the original plan for the city creates

a form where time is absorbed in a different di-
mension. The galaxy shape designed by French
Architect Roger Anger was related to a Fibonacci
structure, and was intended to form an entity
where nature and humanity could grow together
in a spiral.

Close to the idea of archi-
tecture is the concept of language. What is the
language of Auroville? It is probably the idea that
many languages are central in this utopian city.
Ferdinand De Saussure stated that language was
the first institution, before family, state and reli-
gion. In this sense, the idea of a total openness
to different cultures and languages positions
Auroville in a pluralistic dimension. A place to
bring harmony and peace to the different cul-
tures of the world on the platform of an interna-
tional and intercultural city design capable of
bringing together the qualities of cultures in order
to reinforce spiritual needs.

It is interesting to observe
the relationship between Auroville and UNESCO.
The organisation for culture of the United Nations
has been a partner of Auroville since its inau-
guration in 1968. Auroville belongs to humanity as
a whole, and this is essentially the same idea
that is the foundation of UNESCQ’s identity: To
consider culture as a collective value that should
be conserved, not only for every human being
but also for future generations. The UNESCO
idea for relations within humanity is basically that
there should be a link between all nationalities.
Auroville is a place that can host any person
from the world. Avoiding the problem of nation
states and language, Auroville is the first step
towards ‘utopia realized'.

In Auroville, the relation-
ship between utopia and spirituality is developed
in an extreme form of ecology: a condition in
which it is possible to think in different ways.
Ecology is the endless form of learning that plays
an extremely relevant role in Auroville. Today, this
potential is still the main energy that opens the
city to different growing forms of knowledge.
Auroville is also one of the rare places where the
fundamental structure is based on culture as an




engine for a better form of individual spiritual-
ity. The values defined by Aurovilians more
than 50 years ago are probably still central to
our societies today. Their vision for social
and environmental ecology is now ever more
radical. Even if today there is awareness based
on a stronger consciousness of ideas for an
ecological future, there is no place that has this
as its constitutional base, like Auroville.
Auroville, in the nature of
a timeless dimension, could be a place where

reality and imagination merge-a kind of mag-
netic field where the dynamics of the con-
temporary world do not change the culture of
the place. The future is not a moment in time
but a space of potential, where knowledge and
creativity have no borders.
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La Madre

11 is imposssble 1o describe Indsan sparimality and
religion by amy exclusive label. Even m ns advanced
forms. it cansot he described as monolberm of msinism
or pantheism or nihiliem of trancendenialism, although
each one of these is present in il in some sebue oo
pronounced way. Even the spiritual truths behind 1he
primitive forms such as those of animisms, sparitsm
fetishizm and uiemism have been allowed 1o play a mle
i its complex totality, although therr exieeral forms have
been discouraged and are not valid or apphicable b thess
who bead am inner mental and spiritual lde, It is this
complexity that bewilders the foreign stodent when he
tries 1o defime Indian spirituality asd religion interms and
under crieria that ane nol borm of the Indian euperimsent
But things become casier once it s grasped that the
fundamenial point of reference is not the estward form of
n given beliel and practice bua the spisin bebind and 1he
justifying spiritual experience

Indian seripures amd mecoeds abound wih ihe
satements amd descripioss of vancties of spiriiaal
experience. But there are thice central sparitual expern-
in verms of wisich all these varictics ¢an be readily
ood. The first is that of the individual i a seate of
e detschment from ol movessent, dvmamism
%. In this state, the indivedual fmds hiosell n an
witer passivity and inactivity, bal alo a complete luminos-
ity and discrimination beiween himself as an external
witness. (sakshin), free from the semse of ¢go and the
sctivities of Mature in the nniverse. This experieny is the
basis of the Sankiya philesophy. The second expenience
its that of the eternal and infinile Realny above Spase and
Time in which all that we call imdividuality and universal

19




“To understand Auroville one has to understand the process of transformation, the process of

success, of failure. The process of the evolution of life.” Pierre
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It is again at the same level but we feel
enriched with an experience, slowly
preparing us to go higher up and expand
— very slowly, for the most difficult job is
not the technical but the inner one. The
right aspiration and surrender are the real
pillars, the inner silence is the actual
secret chamber, the new consciousness is
the golden sphere. In a venture that is so
concretely the Playball of the Gods all
things are always true at the same time.
Of course the construction does not de-

| 2 =

all, that we have no idea what we are
constructing, we only know it is a privi-
lege to be involved, and perhaps meore a
challenge than a privilege. We must
become aware, we must aspire, we must
grow in unmity, and the Divine is sure to
answer in this palpable way: *“Matri-
mandir wants to be the symbol of the
Divine’s answer to man's aspiration for
perfection. The Union with the Divine,
manifesting itself in a progressive human
unity.” (The Mother, August 1970)
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Es ist nicht mdglich zu sagen, wan
daran, daB es eng mit Aurovilles gesart
“die zentrale Kraft von Auroville: di

The Matrimandir wants to be the
Symbol of the Divine’s answer to man’s

aspiration for perfection.

Mother
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“If I stay away for too long, I miss it. I was born here, I grew up here, my whole family
is here. The way of life, the food, the smells, the wind. The smell of the cashew trees,
the smell of the earth when the first rains fall..” Sita




Interview with Johnny

Christoph Draeger &
Heidrun Holzfeind
at Fertile, December 2015

CH&H

Can you tell us how you came to
Auroville, how you started the Fertile community
—also on an architectural level?

J

The story is that my wife
ran away from a pretty rough marriage in Aus-
tralia with her first son and came here. | came
here very timidly, expecting to get a five-minute
interview and then be sent away. By then
she had built a house by the beach and was
living there with her son, and to my relief she
was delighted to see me...

In those days all housing
in Auroville was very rudimentary. It was tradi-
tional bamboo and thatch on mud walls. There
was a population of maybe 100 or 150 living
on a huge desert plain. | had studied architecture
for four or five years in Australia. | had done a
bit of what you might call ‘bush building™-archi-
tecture interested in recycling and adventurous
housing. | met people here who really didn’t
have a clue about what they were building, so
| agreed to help them.

In this climate, to be out
in the open, working with bamboo, ropes and
sticks and leaves and whatever, when you have
a head full of unexpressed architectural ideas,
for me it was just a delight. So we developed
a particular type of house, a simple little house
which we called a capsule. Four men could
build one of them in three days. We were build-
ing hundreds of them all over. Then we even
developed ones that fitted together, calling it a
capsule castle.

My wife Jen had drawn
up a dubious contract for the house on the
beach that got us into a conflict with a couple

of characters, and that became a court case...
It got to a point where we had to pack our bags
and run for it, really. We just got out. At that
point | was hoping to build here in Fertile. There
were four people already there, and they said,
just come and live here.

Back then, you had an
interesting choice: There were four ‘optional
landscapes’ in Auroville at that time. There was
what you might call the ‘American landscape’
around a place called Forecomers. It was a very
dramatic landscape characterized by a huge
canyon, a very stark and dynamic environment.
Then there was the ‘European settlement’,
with the Dutch and Germans living down in the
lowlands with casuarina trees and pine planta-
tions, in a more temperate climate. In Aspiration
you had a dense, more social and urban popula-
tion of French, who tended to come together.
And here [in Fertile] it was as close | could find
to Australia. It was way out in the middle of
the sticks. And, interestingly, the Australian
species do much better here than in any other
part of Auroville.

It's hard to see now but this
was a little oasis of fig trees, two or three hun-
dred years old, in a huge big sandy plain.
Everything else had been deforested. From here
to the horizon was sand. There was one single
tree a kilometre away in that direction. It was a
very dramatic landscape then. So to get on
your bicycle and go anywhere was a huge thing.

We were a little pioneering
community of people. Actually, we were part
of the first reforestation project. There was a
highly designed plan that fits into what was
called the ‘galaxy plan’. Mother had given spirit-
ual attributes to all of the different trees, and
we were supposed to be planting trees in a spiral
towards the centre according to these spiritual
attributes. That was our work, officially. Mother
was still alive, which meant that we had access
to unlimited money. It was very much like having
a benevolent grandmother then. We behaved
just like spoiled children in those days, running
around doing whatever we liked...

That was the beginning
of our reforestation project. We must have farmed
about 20 acres with field crops like millet and
daals, and we planted about 50 acres of forest,




then...We began without any policy at all, really.
We didn't realize what a scientific reforestation
was. We just thought forests are forests. We
had attracted people with degrees in forest
management who came in and said, you need
a strategy. We suddenly began to realize that
forests are much more complex ecologies.
Now we have the Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest
policy, which is intended to re-establish the
original forests.

CH&H
Can you tell us a bit more about
the experiments in architecture in the early days?

J

| had the good fortune to
meet Buckminster Fuller as a young architecture
student. He was very prophetic—1 would say, he
was thirty years ahead of his time with whatever
he did. To have an aerodynamic car in 1936, for
instance, when everything else was shaped like
a shoebox...He was such a powerful inspiration
to me when he stepped into the university in
Sydney where | studied. We became part of his
vision. | dropped everything and followed him
to New Zealand, | followed him around Australia...
[Johnny shows us a small architectural model]
This is an illustration of his geometry. That
basic structure is what you call an octahedron,
an eight-sided triangular figure that occurs
in all crystalline structures. The original houses
| was building were just based on that. | took
that hexagonal middle line there and made it a
floor...and then | made this with moveable walls.
These were the small houses | first built here.
That’s a direct take on Buckminster Fuller! All
| did was to reconfigure it.

CH&H
You also built this big geodesic
dome here in Auroville...

J
Domes don’t make good
houses; they are very difficult to live in. It's bend-
ing over backwards to live in a bubble and it
doesn’t make sense. | build these demountable
houses, like the one | live in. But there is a lot of
resistance within the community to anything as

basic as that. Well, you don’t realize that we had
German architects who built German houses,
Italian architects building Italian houses...It’s
like that, people work within their realms of
education. It's just that the Australian and Indian
climates are so similar, anything | do looks a

bit more appropriate.

CH&H

But there isn’'t enough land
anymore for individual housing. Now it’s all
apartment buildings.

J

Well, there is land for
individual housing but it’s all allocated. What gen-
erally happens when you generate that kind
of pressure is that there is an ‘underground’. Like
this place is a bit underground in the sense that
we don’t obey the rules. | think the Greenbelt
is where it first needs to happen because the
Greenbelt has access to so much land. So you'll
start to allow people to live in the forest. That’s
what it has come to! Because the impression
| get is that if you come to Auroville now as a
newcomer, they say you have to live in an apart-
ment and you need at least 30 Laks [3 million
Rupees, approx. €40,000]. With this, | think we've
managed pretty successfully to eliminate the
possibility of any more Tamils coming to live in
the community unless they are very wealthy.

[We are walking around Fertile
and Johnny shows us different houses they have
built over the years.]

CH&H
Are these huts still based on the
principles of Buckminster Fuller?

J

Not really, that type of hut
is just like a folding bedroom for somebody to
sit in and read, and maybe get stoned. And when
you want to move somewhere else you can just
fold the whole thing up and move it. So this is an
attempt to make a very simple, economical,
realistic solution to Auroville’s housing problem.
They cost 2 Laks to build, while an apartment of
any size costs you between 20 and 30 Laks. This
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the wisdom of the past
~the synthesis of cybernetics and yoga:
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o all those whose hearts are in the future

and who yemin to live

the future now

to all who fezl that their homeland

is the whale earth,

their parents all living beings

and their beloved

fhat which is divine in all beings and all things

you say that the thing is impossible?

but that is what is said &
about everything before it is done.

Srl Aurobindo

to those who feel alien in a world of warning nations,

who are tired of living in & competitive, bargaining economy,
in a society withowr hear and without soul

there s no limit to man [ ]
no limit to what he can become

no limit to what he will be able to do @ ' vho would explace

living together in fratermity,

in 8 community which secks o onite the promise
of man's limitless possibilities of comciousnesy
with all the promises

of fumare vechnological amd ecological sbundance:
come and buwild with us

the city of the future
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“They sent me the very first brochure about Auroville in February of 1968. I liked it
a Lot: There was the Galaxy plan, the photo of Mother..There was her dream, the Charter
of Auroville. I immediately knew that this was the place where I should live. I left
France in August of 1968.” André
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one has no bathroom or kitchen but they can be
added for another 50,000 Rupees. I'm also
making demountable prefabricated composting
toilets and things like that.

CH&H

Apartments are much more
compact. But even for these shacks, let’s say if
you were to give them to newcomers, you'd
also need the land for it!

J
You do. But you can tuck
them in. They don't take up a lot of land.
Everybody could put one or two...we've got 50
communities, just put two in each community.

CH&H
So, would there still be space for
newcomers here in Fertile?

J

Well, you can see how
crowded it gets here. There’s a hut, here’s a hut,
there is another hut. There is one on the other
side...Earshot is a pretty important thing in
a community! Everyone needs the freedom to
make as much noise as they want. But in order to
build anything here you have to ask about 20
different people for permission. | always believed
that you have to be able to trust the trustees
of your community to make those decisions for
themselves, how many people they put in their
communities...\We don’t need policies and
bureaucracies to solve these issues. You create
a bureaucracy by requiring permission.

CH&H
Are you on the grid?

J

No. One of the ethics of
the forest group is not to connect to the grid. It's
an attempt at autonomy. Auroville does have the
capability to be autonomous! | believe that every
place should have their own bore well. | don’t
think we need a centralized water supply. If
you are living on solar energy, you are so much
more alert to the amount you are consuming.
If you are responsible for the amount of electricity

you are generating, the amount of waste you are
generating, the amount of food you are grow-
ing, the more you are responsible, the better
they are used. Even educating your own children
and building your own houses. So | am always
advocating autonomy. Centralization requires a
central authority.

CH&H

Could you imagine 50,000 people
living on this land without that kind of organiza-
tion?

J
Yeah, that’s what anarchy
is about!

CH&H

You have been here from the
beginning. What is your take on Auroville’s
development, do you think it’s going in the right
direction, or has it derailed?

J
That would presume

expectation to some extent! Sri Aurobindo had
the vision. Mother had the practical ability to
set it free. She wasn’t naive about human nature.
| always feel her watching whatever is going
on now as a slightly amused, wise old woman
just watching the mistakes that we fall into mak-
ing. You see, | had no expectations when | first
came here, not even of staying here for more than
a few days. So, as far as | was concerned, every-
thing really just fell out of the sky. I didn’t have
to buy this land! | can grow my own food, educate
my own children, build my own houses. | have
as much total freedom as you could possibly
want. But if | get into a state of mind where | am
concerned about planetary warming, ecological
impact and the evolution of a community from
single-minded self-sufficiency, which is where
it began, into the complexity of an affluent society,
which it is increasingly becoming, then of course
that disturbs my ability or wish to still be living
in a primal state. | think what’s happening has
to happen. | try not to pass judgement on it.
For me, daily life is such an enjoyable and sur-
prising thing in an environment that is constantly
waving opportunities in front of your nose.
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Map of Aurove
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“Here is where my work on the progress of human consciousness happens.
It’s not paradise here! But maybe it’s a place on the way there..[lLaughs]” Alain
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“For us it was like, we will build the city for the Mother. For us the supra-mental was
tomorrow. We had great expectations that this new age would come and change all our values,
our way of thinking and acting. As Mother said, it has to be the cradle of the supra-mind.
It was utopian because we felt it would happen tomorrow, without even any work on oneself,
it will happen tomorrow.” Christine
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; I “When I arrived in Pondicherry I asked: ‘You want to build a city? I am an architect.
4 f I would like to work on that.” They were a bit surprised but said: ‘Give us a photo of
5 : / yours.” I gave them a small passport picture. It was shown to the Mother and Mother
1 5 é | told me that I was accepted to Auroville. I asked if I could work in architecture and
| E’ E she told me to work with Roger Anger. So I was the first to start drawing with
§ g el Roger Anger.” André
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4. Aflorestation in Progress — 1977
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